PRESS RELEASE
ECOANALYSTS MIKE BILGER LENDS EXPERTISE AT PENN CREEK ECOLOGY FIELD DAY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PENNSYLVANIA—EcoAnalysts' aquatic ecologist Mike Bilger partnered up with the
Snyder County Conservation District to host an ecology field day in Penns Creek, on
Saturday, August 13" at the New Berlin Commons.

Fifty-five participants, including children and adults, braved showers to collect insects,
crayfish, clams, water scorpions, and fish, to learn about water quality and how the
surrounding land use affects creek ecology. A renowned destination for trout anglers,
Penns Creek has seen an increased interest in biomonitoring activities due to industrial
pollution degrading the stream's water quality and nearby Chesapeake Bay.

After the aquatic animals and fish were caught, participants were able to study and
identify their catches under microscopes furnished by the Susquehanna University
Biology Department. At the conclusion of the day, all animals were released back into
the creek unharmed.

The ecology field day was funded by the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation
Districts through a grant initiated by the Snyder Conservation District. The event had a
wide range of volunteers, from Snyder and Union County Conservation Districts,
Susquehanna University, Snyder-Union CAA, and aquatic ecologist Erika Bilger Kratzer.

There are plans to conduct more field day sessions next summer if funding and interest
continue.

For questions please contact Candace Lowe, EcoAnalysts, Inc. at (208) 882-2588 or
clowe@ecoanalysts.com.
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About EcoAnalysts, Inc.

Founded in 1992 in Moscow, Idaho, EcoAnalysts is the nation’s recognized leader in the field of
aquatic monitoring and ecological consulting services. EcoAnalysts is committed to helping our
clients make highly informed decisions regarding the condition and stewardship of natural
resources. With its experienced field technicians, taxonomists, and senior consulting scientists,
the company is able to provide clients with superior biological monitoring services at reasonable
costs. EcoAnalysts has offices in Idaho, Missouri, Washington, Florida, Pennsylvania and
Vancouver B.C. EcoAnalysts operates the largest bioassessment laboratory in North America,
processing more than 7,000 samples annually, and has completed projects throughout North
America and in Suriname, Peru, Brazil, Mexico, India, and Australia. EcoAnalysts serves a wide
variety of clients, including tribes, watershed councils, universities, private corporations, and




federal, state, and municipal government agencies. For more information, Vvisit
www.ecoanalysts.com.



